Prayer Stations
The Prayer Stations on the CD are simple prompts for prayer and thought that tie in with some of the things people will be thinking about during this phase of Forward Together in Hope.

They can be used as they are – perhaps put on a noticeboard or in a perspex stand on a table near the door of the church – church-hall – school entrance – anywhere that people might notice and be prompted to think about the words.

If time and creativity are onside, you could make them into a focal point.

May-July – Gifts
inspired by the Gospel for 6th Sunday of Easter where Jesus said that he had called his friends to bear fruit (John 15) and, of course, Pentecost.

You could create a display that includes small gift-shapes on which people could write (or draw) something that speaks of some of the gifts they have received from the Holy Spirit. These could be the traditional ones – but also include the wider gifts found in our communities.  These could be added to a board, perhaps with an image of the Holy Spirit hovering over. Although simple – and perhaps a little “childish” it could be a way of celebrating the gifts the Spirit has bestowed on the people in our communities – perhaps helping some to recognise them for what they are for the first time.

July-August – Eucharist

In the summer of Year B, we have the beautiful Gospel – John, chapter 6. This is the feeding of the 5000 and leads into Jesus’ teaching about himself as the Bread of Life.

The Mass is central to our lives as Catholics and so a simple prompt to remember this.  It invites people to think about how they prepare for Mass – and what they take with them when they leave.
A simple focal point might just be bread broken.

September-October – Fruits

We enter a time of fruitfulness in the world of nature which might reflect some of the thoughts emerging as people realise how they and their communities bear fruit in the parish – and, hopefully, also in the wider world.

It might be possible to create a focal point of fruits of the season. Or, collect goods that could be shared with local people in need – a physical reminder of what we are here to do spiritually as well.

You might also find other ideas coming to mind. Adapt – change – or invent – as appropriate to your community.

